Northern Pines Camp and Retreat CenterProviding experiences of Christ, creation and
community among the tall pines

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S PEN-

Winter 2019

Deaconess Leslie Hobson

Greetings from among the tall pines,
I joke that every summer seems to have its own theme separate
from the camp curriculum theme. My first summer here was the summer
of, “Thank you. You are my learning for today.” This summer’s theme
was water. It seemed like each week brought rain. This meant lots of
road grading, waiting for the playing field to dry, and lots of dreary days.
We had a big leak in the roof above our kitchen vents and we were emptying buckets after every rain until July when the roofers were able to
come repair it. We also had water in the form of septic drain issues,
which took us many days to figure out and just as many days to repair.
Just recently during my devotion time I read Joel 2:23-27, “Be
glad, people of Zion, rejoice in the Lord your God, for he has given you
the autumn rains because he is faithful. He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring rains, as before.” This scripture reminds us
that God sends rain as a blessing. Joel reminds the people that there is
now hope for their locust infestation, their lack of crops and no food to
eat. So it is with the rains and setbacks we experience, the events that
change our plans, change our course of action. God sends the rain as a
blessing. God sends the help we need during our times of spiritual or
mental rainy and dreary days. God blessed us with great staff this summer who found joy in new activities while we waited for the rain to stop.
There was joy in seeing water flow through our septic lines. There was
peace knowing we had a repaired roof, and I was grateful for the funds
we had available to take care of the unexpected issues. I will try to look
at rain in a new way since reading this scripture. I will embrace the rain
as a reminder of God’s commitment to us and the hope and grace God
pours out.
We had 536 campers of all ages on site during one or more of
our camps sessions in 2019. We had wonderful cabin leaders that led
programming and supervised 8 weeks of camp. We were able to provide great hospitality to our campers and guests because of the hard
work of our assistant director, our dedicated kitchen and dining room
staff, our housekeeping staff and our maintenance and grounds staff.
We have been blessed with gifts of time, talents and donations.
Because of gifts and memorials we were able to purchase a new salad
bar, a new pedal boat, prepare to shingle the pavilion roof and purchase
a plow for our truck. We were able to provide camperships to some
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Wish ListMay donate items or funds to
purchase the following:
A replacement for our 12
passenger van
Corcls (see article in newsletter)
Archery targets and 3-D targets
Pontoon boat lift with cover
Ski boat lift with cover
Outdoor seating for beach
area
Miscellaneous Items
Copy Paper
Laundry Detergent
Financial Donations
Volunteers and Retreat Groups
Thank you to Grand Stay Hotel
for couches for our cabins (on
our 2018 Wish List)
Thank you for donations for the
pavilion roof replacement (on
our 2018 Wish List)

campers who would not have been able to come to camp without assistance. Your gifts tell us that you believe in
the ministry we are doing and they help us continue to offer the best camp ministry possible. Please consider
Northern Pines Camp and Retreat Center as you plan your end of year giving. You can send your donations directly to Northern Pines or send it through the conference office. We thank you for your continued support and
your desire to help us provide experiences of Christ, creation and community.
Enjoy the rain (even as it comes down as snow) and the reminder of God’s blessings and amazing grace.
Blessings,
Deaconess Leslie Hobson

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
“It was my first year
and I couldn’t have
asked for a better one.”
— 2019 camper
“My son learned many
faith based songs that
he sings over and over.”
“Realized God really is
EVERYWHERE”
“The setting gives me
peace and helps my spirit.”
-from 2019 camper evaluations

A heartfelt thank you to all of the people who shared their time, energy, and
love in some way from November 2018-November 2019. Your love of camp
and desire to serve are greatly appreciated!
Mike Boettcher
Crown College sports team
Curtain ironers-Riverside UMC, Park
Rapids
Bob Ford
Duane Gebhard
Tyler Gutierrez
Roger and Jan Henderson
Desmond Hicks
Raquel Hoffman
Carl, Cassie, Zane, Bram
Jacobi
Grace Kisner
Little Lemon crew-Riverside UMC,
Park Rapids
Cal Moe

Peg Mosbo
Garry Nelson
Pastor Andrew Petter
Bert Swanson
Jennifer Therkilsen
Christopher Williams
Our volunteer camp deans:
Michael Solberg
Rev. Tony Fink
Rev. Marianne Ozanne
Rev. Nate Melcher
Garry and Bonnie Nelson
Kay Roberts
Dianne Bridenstine
Shannon McCallson

A NEW CAMP TO BE OFFERED IN 2020!
Games Galore & More
| Cost: $TBD | Grades: 7-12
(#175) June 14-19
Do you love tabletop role-playing and strategy games?
Curious to try live-action Dungeons and Dragons? Have you
always wanted to enter a Magic: The Gathering tournament?
In this camp, we’ll discover new games, play our favorites,
improve our skills, and invent a game or two. Along the
way, we will see how our faith impacts the way we win and
lose.
Pastor Amanda Larsen who is an avid gamer will be the dean of this new camp.
We are excited to have her gifts and passions being shared with campers this
next summer.

“On the way back to camp a boat whose engine was stalled flagged
us down for help. Felt great to put what I learned into action as
we helped tow their boat back to their cabin.”
from a 2019 camper evaluation

TO ALL OF OUR GENEROUS DONORS!
YOUR GIFTS ARE SO IMPORTANT TO
OUR CAMPING MINISTRY.
Beth Artmann
Pam Blanchard
Paul Christianson/Laura Smith
Tamera and David Churchill
Richard and Karen Dykoski
Don and Helen Eslinger
Paul and Stephenie Goecke
Dorace Goodwin
Jeff and Arlys Hess
Sharline Hess
Tori Hicks
Steve and Leslie Hobson
Jaymee Kjelland
Steve McCallson
Mary Pfalzgraff
Vivian Rydell
Melanie Homan/Brennan
Schaefer
Garry and Bonnie Nelson
Jeff and Marianne Ozanne
Jeff and Susan Shellberg
Bemidji Methodist Women
Champlin UMC
Hubbard Methodist Women
Perham UMC
Sauk Centre UMW

NEW ITEM WANTED FOR
OUR WATERFRONT!
Last summer we purchased a
Lily Pad (water mat) and a new
trampoline (one without
springs). These were great
assets to our waterfront. Two
summers ago we purchased a
Key Log for log rolling and used
it during beach time. This last
summer we had a log rolling
pathway. Campers were taught
how to get on the log, how to
stay on the log, and how to roll.
Campers set goals for each
rolling session and worked hard
to reach those goals.

Fundraising Goals
Why do we ask for donations? We count on receiving 3-5% of our income from donations.
These donations help us purchase items to enhance our ministry and provide radical hospitality to our guests. They allow us to channel other income to operational items, wages and
everyday expenses. Donations from our supporters tell us we are providing a special ministry that others also trust and care about.
Our end of year goal:
Finish 2019 with $2020 more in donations to help us end the year well-prepared for 2020
For 2020:
4 donors (or more) to buy Corcls for our waterfront
$350 in 2020 for cloth napkins to replace paper napkins for daily use at camp and for retreats

This next summer we would like
to add Corcls to our waterfront.
These are fun circular boats that
are paddled. Each Corcl costs
$379 and our goal is to purchase 4 of them. If you would
like to help us purchase one or
more of these, please send a
check to Northern Pines Camp
and Retreat Center.

2020 Summer Curriculum
This next summer we will learn
new ways to pray. Through
Bible stories and spiritual practices, we’ll discover a deeper
connection with God and each
other and grow into the beloved
community of God, where everyone is invited, loved, and celebrated for who they are.

$500 to update our Wi-Fi in Red Pine and put Wi-Fi in the Lodge
$10,000 in general donations that will help us provide a safe and welcoming space for all to
experience Christ, creation and community
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Peace Works! Project Gifts Churches with Peace Poles
This summer our campers created Peace Poles, a monument that displays the
message, "May Peace Prevail on Earth.” Peace Poles symbolize peace for all.
This is represented through different colors, patterns, and languages that are
on the Peace Pole. Our Peace Poles have Korean, Spanish, Hebrew and English languages written on them. Having our campers create these helped them
grasp the idea that peace can be found anywhere in the world. Peace Poles
were gifted to Riverside UMC, Park Rapids, Hubbard UMC, Champlin UMC,
and the Minnesota UMC Conference office. Another peace pole stayed at the
camp.

Camp Check It Out! April 24-25, 2020
Northern Pines Camp will offer an overnight introduction to camp for
first time campers and their families on April 24-25, 2020. Northern
Pines is inviting children to bring a parent/caregiver for an overnight
experience with a chance to check out the camp, crafts, games, singing, a campfire and lots of fun. Camp Check It Out begins at 6 pm with
supper and ends at 11 am the following day.
Cost: only $15/person.
Space is limited. Pre-registration before April 17th is a must.
For more information please contact Northern Pines Camp at northernpinescamp@campminnesota.org or call 218-732-4713.

Northern Pines Camp and Retreat
Center
20033 County 1
Park Rapids, MN 56470
Phone: 218-732-4713
www.northernpinescamp.org
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